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Given the series of activities included in this 
module on the importance of cultural context in the teaching of 
second languages, the participant should he able to: (a) prepare a 
culturally relevant grammatical exercise for a specific group of 
Puerto Rican Spanish-speakers, (b) list several possible activities 
for using the learner 9 s cultural background in the English as a 
Second Language (ESL) classroom, and (c) evaluates the relevance of 
the cultural context in existing materials available for 
Spanish/English bilingual programs. The module includes short-essay 
pre- and post-assessment of the participant and learning 
alternatives, which are presented in outline form. Specific readings 
are assigned for each activity. A bibliography ends the module. 
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1. 

BEST COPy AVAILABLE 



R ATIONALE 

It is important to remember that language is tightly 
interlaced with culture and cannot be taught in a vacuum. 
Just as language is used in contextual situations by its 
native speakers, so must it be taught in the classroom. 

This unit of work will provide the participant with 
practical classroom suggestions for teaching ESL in a 
cultural context. 
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2. 



OBJECTIVES 



Given a series of activities on the importance of 
cultural context in the teaching of second languages , the 
! rt loipant will be able to: 



-prepare a culturally relevant grammatical exercise 
for a specific group of Puerto Rican Spanish- 
speakers. 

-list several possible activites for using the 
learner's cultural background in the ESL class- 
room. 

-evaluate the relevancy of the cultural context 
in existing materials available for Spanish/ 
English bilingual programs. 
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3. 



PRE-ASSESSMENT 



To assess your prior mastery of the terminal objectives of this 
unit of work, complete the following exercise. Your performance 
on this assessment will determine which learning tasks you are 
to perform. 

Directions: Answer the following in short essays: 



I. Discuss various possibilities open to the ESL 
teacher for using the learner's cultural back- 
ground in teaching the target language. 

II. At present, approximately 7*000 native Spanish- 
speaking children are in the city of Hartford, 
Connecticut, schools. This number represents 
23% of th * total school enrollment of the com- 
munity. The children face the problems of how 
to understand and be understood by those around 
them, and how to live in a strange environment. 
How can an ESL teacher working in this community 
help solve these problems? 



III. Prepare a culturally relevant grammatical 

exercise for a specific group of Puerto Rican 
Spanish-speakers . 

IV. Evaluate the relevancy of the cultural context 
in existing materials available for Spanish/ 
English bilingual programs. 
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Learning alternatives: 

I. Select one of the following: 



A. Read: 

William R. Slager, "Creating Contexts for Language 
Practice, " TESOL Quarterly VII (March, 1973), 
35-50. 

Activity: Following Slayer's guidelines ,. prepare 
a short lesson for a specific group of Puerto Rican 
Spanish-speakers which combines grammar and context, 
structure and situation. 



B. Read: 

J. Donald Bowen, "Contextualizing Pronunciation 

Pra. tice in the ESL Classroom," TESOL Quarterly 
VI (March, 1972), 83-94, 

Activity: Design a short pronunciation exercise 
for a specific group of Puerto Rican Spanish- 
speakers. Follow Bowen f s suggestions for context- 
ualization. 



C. Read: 

Charles H. Blatchford, "Newspapers: Vehicles for 

Teaching E.S.O.L. with a Cultural Focus," TESOL 
Quarterly VII (June, 1973), 145-151. 

Activity: Prepare an intermediate level ESL activity 
using the newspaper as the medium of instruction. 



D. Interview a teacher to determine specific 
guidelines for contextualizing the teaching 
of ESL. Prepare a teaching activity based on 
the teacher's suggestions. 



5. 



Select one of the following: 



A . Read: 

Martha K. Cobb, "Multi-Ethnic Materials in Second 
Language Programs Classrooms , n TESOL Quarterly 
V (March, 1971), 19-37. 

Activity: Outline an inventory of "Multi-Ethnic 
Materials" for a specific classroom of second- 
language learners . 



With a specific ESL class in mind, select one lesson 
from an ESL textbook. Determine what contextual 
modifications would be necessary to make it more 
relevant to your class. 



Select one of the following: 



A. Read: 

Carole Roscoe, "Developing Instructional Materials 
for a Bilingual Program," TESOL Quarterly VI 
(June, 1972) , 163-166. 

Activity: Visit your local Bilingual and ESL 

Curriculum Centers. Do the materials available 

there meet the needs of your local ethnic communities? 



j Design your own learning activity. 



C. 'repare a bilingual exercise for a specific group 
Puerto Rican Spanish students based on the 
at, cached guidelines . 



D. Attend a seminar as scheduled by your module coordinator. 



6. 



POST-ASSESSMENT 



Directions: Answer the following in short essays: 



I. Discuss various possibilities open to the ESL 
teacher for using the learner f s cultural back- 
ground in teaching the target language. 

II. At present, approximately 7,000 native Spanish- 
speaking children are in the city of Hartford, 
Connecticut, schools. This number represents 
23% of the total school enrollment of the com- 
munity. The children face the problems of how 
to understand and be understood by those around 
them, and how to live in a strange environment. 
How can an ESL teacher working in this community 
help solv-* these problems? 



III. Prepare a culturally relevant grammatical 

exercise for a specific group of Puerto Rican 
Spanish-speakers . 

IV. Evaluate the relevancy of the cultural context 
in existing materials available for Spanish/ 
English bilingual programs. 



Compc- ?ncy will be certified when your module coordinator 
has as >rtained that the submitted post-assessment is of 
acceptaL 1 e quality. 

Remediation: Alternate learning activities are available on 
a contractual basis with the module coordinator. 
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